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Employment Standards Administration, Labor § 702.311 

§ 702.286 Report of earnings; forfeiture 
of compensation. 

(a) Any employee who fails to submit 
the report on earnings from employ-
ment or self-employment under § 702.285 
or, who knowingly and willingly omits 
or understates any part of such earn-
ings, shall upon a determination by the 
district director forfeit all right to 
compensation with respect to any pe-
riod during which the employee was re-
quired to file such a report. The em-
ployee must return the completed re-
port on earnings (even where he or she 
reports no earnings) within thirty (30) 
days of the date of receipt; this period 
may be extended for good cause, by the 
district director, in determining 
whether a violation of this requirement 
has occurred. 

(b) Any employer or carrier who be-
lieves that a violation of paragraph (a) 
of this section has occurred may file a 
charge with the district director. The 
allegation shall be accompanied by evi-
dence which includes a copy of the re-
port, with proof of service requesting 
the information from the employee and 
clearly stating the dates for which the 
employee was required to report in-
come. Where the employer/carrier is al-
leging an omission or understatement 
of earnings, it shall, in addition, 
present evidence of earnings by the em-
ployee during that period, including 
copies of checks, affidavits from em-
ployers who paid the employee earn-
ings, receipts of income from self-em-
ployment or any other evidence show-
ing earnings not reported or under-
reported for the period in question. 
Where the district director finds the 
evidence sufficient to support the 
charge he or she shall convene an infor-
mal conference as described in subpart 
C and shall issue a compensation order 
affiming or denying the charge and set-
ting forth the amount of compensation 
for the specified period. If there is a 
conflict over any issue relating to this 
matter any party may request a formal 
hearing before an Administrative Law 
Judge as described in subpart C. 

(c) Compensation forfeited under 
paragraph (b) of this section, if already 
paid, shall be recovered by a deduction 
from the compensation payable to the 
employee if any, on such schedule as 
determined by the district director. 

The district director’s discretion in 
such cases extends only to rescheduling 
repayment by crediting future com-
pensation and not to whether and in 
what amounts compensation is for-
feited. For this purpose, the district di-
rector shall consider the employee’s es-
sential expenses for living, income 
from whatever source, and assets, in-
cluding cash, savings and checking ac-
counts, stocks, bonds, and other securi-
ties. 

[50 FR 400, Jan. 3, 1985] 

Subpart C—Adjudication 
Procedures 

GENERAL 

§ 702.301 Scope of this subpart. 
The regulations in this subpart gov-

ern the adjudication of claims in which 
the employer has filed a notice of 
controversion under § 702.251, or the 
employee has filed notice of contest 
under § 702.261. In the vast majority of 
cases, the problem giving rise to the 
controversy results from misunder-
standings, clerical or mechanical er-
rors, or mistakes of fact or law. Such 
problems seldom require resolution 
through formal hearings, with the at-
tendant production of expert witnesses. 
Accordingly, by § 702.311 et seq., the dis-
trict directors are empowered to ami-
cably and promptly resolve such prob-
lems by informal procedures. Where 
there is a genuine dispute of fact or law 
which cannot be so disposed of infor-
mally, resort must be had to the for-
mal hearing procedures as set forth be-
ginning at § 702.331. Supplementary 
compensation orders, modifications, 
and interlocutory matters are governed 
by regulations beginning with § 702.371. 
Thereafter, appeals from compensation 
orders are discussed beginning with 
§ 702.391 (the regulations of the Benefits 
Review Board are set forth in full in 
part 802 of this title). 

ACTION BY DISTRICT DIRECTORS 

§ 702.311 Handling of claims matters 
by district directors; informal con-
ferences. 

The district director is empowered to 
resolve disputes with respect to claims 
in a manner designed to protect the 
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